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20 October 1993

Washington DC

Tl?XAS A&M KINGSVILLE PRESIDENT MANUEL 1.. IBANEZ NOMINATl?D TO
SM1THSON!ANBOARD. After a national search, scientist and Texas A&M-Kingsville President
Manuel Ibanez has been nominated to the board of regents of the Smithsonian Institution. I am
very pleased by his appointment, which will hopefully be effective before the board's January
24 winter meeting next year. As a regent he will oversee all the operations of the Smithsonian,
which include 16 museums and galleries, the National Zoo, an observatory and a tropical rescarch
station in Panama. Regents oversee new program initiatives, policy and budget and are
responsible for hiring the Smithsonian's secretary. I know that Dr. Ibanez, who has held the
Smithsonian Institution dear to his heart for many years, is moved and honored by the
appointment. I congratulate him and wish him success.

•

•

•

NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART, The McAllen International Museum is doing it. The Art
Museum of South Texas is doing it. The Rio Grande Art League is doing it. Even the Mission
Consolidated Independent School District and the Beeville Independent School District are doing
it -- and it's not watching Beavis and Butthead on MTV.
Each year, the National Gallery of Art provides color slide programs, videocassettes,
films, videodiscs and other educational resources through a free loan program to hundreds of
schools, museums, public television stations and other community organizations throughout the
country. I was pleased to recently become familiar with their unique Extension Program, whose
resources number more than 100 titles meeting the needs of all levels of expertise and interest.
In 1992, an estimated 45 million people were served by the extension program. In Texas, nearly
80 schools, art centers, museums, libraries and other organizations took advantage of the program.
As well, the National Gallery has initiated the Teacher Institute for the professional
enrichment of teachers, following the conviction that the finest teachers are those who have a
firm grasp on their discipline. To date more than 750 teachers throughout the nation have
participated in the Institute, including three from Texas. And each year the National Gallery lends
hundreds of works of art to qualifying museums throughout the country through the Gallery's
National Lending Service, allowing them to borrow up to five works of art for one year or more.
For more information about National Gallery programs, call (202) 737-4215.

•

•

•

COOLING OFF THE ClASSROOM; FREEA/R CONDlTIONERS FOR PUBUC SCHOOLS
THROUGH Tl?XAS DEPARTMENTOFCOMMERCE. There are plenty of difficulties children
face these days as they try to get an education, but one they shouldn't have to face is hot, stuffy
classrooms due to poor air conditioning. Recently I learned of a new Texas Department of
Commerce program that will allow small and underfunded schools in both rural and urban.
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Texas communities to more easily replace obsolete, inefficient air conditioning units with new,
low-cost, energy-saving units. Through a public-private par1nership with the Trane Company in
Tyler, approximately 6,000 air conditioning units and heat pumps will be provided over a six-year
period ending August 1999. Eighty percent of the units will be targeted to public building owners
in counties with fewer than 20,000 residents, in cities with fewer than 5,000 residents, or in
schools with fewer than 1,000 students. Already, the Department of Commerce has promoted the
new program at a trade show in Dallas, and it is still busy getting the word out. For more
infonnation, please contact the Texas Department of Commerce at (512) 320-9508.

•

•

•

HEROES HISPANOS, Military and veterans issues are much in the news now, both in the 15th
District and throughout the world. Veterans Affairs Secretary Jesse Brown visited Mission,
Weslaco, Edinburg and McAllen to meet with South Texas veterans. Soon Veterans Day will
be upon us in November, when ceremonies will be held in Texas and throughout the country,
including the 75th Anniversary of Annistice .....
Day, which recognizes the agreement signed
between the Allied and Central Powers in a
railway car in the Forest of Compiegne,
France.
With so much going on, I was
particularly pleased to have news come
across my desk of "Heroes Hispanos," a
first-of-its-kind

video

presentation

by

Telemundo Spanish-language network which
documents the military contributions of
Hispanic-Americans in defense of our nation
since its beginning. As a veteran myself,· I
found it very interesting and infonnative,
and want to let you know about it. With
over 100 on-camera interviews capturing the
stories and spirit of these veterans, I think it
would be particularly helpful for use in the
ciassroom. Telemundo is using the video as the cornerstone of its school outreach program and
a series of regional award ceremonies for heroic Hispanic war veterans. For more infonnation
about Telemundo programs, call (212) 492-5692.
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YISI7VRS FROM HOME. Misty Hale, of George West; Roy Dale, Tim Fowler and Kathryn
Hearn, of McAllen; and J.P. Soliz, of Odem.
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